Ecology and Habitat Requirements
Black-chinned Hummingbirds use a wide range of habitats, including riparian woodlands, lush urban vegetation, pinyon-juniper, and xeric desert washes (Kingery 1998, Baltosser and Russell 2000) . In New Mexico, the species most often breeds in riparian areas dominated by cottonwood, sycamore, and willow. In southwestern New Mexico, the species is often found in relatively open areas interspersed with clumps of sycamore and cottonwood. Along the Gila River, the species nests in areas dominated by cottonwood, maple, and willow with an understory of Porter's wild lovage and great ragweed (Baltosser 1986) . Along the Rio Grande, the species nests most frequently in areas dominated by mature cottonwoods, and densities are thicker where there is a moderate to dense understory of shrubs (Hawks Aloft Inc., unpublished data). Nesting also occurs in urban areas with tall trees and numerous flowering plants.
Black-chinned Hummingbirds are present in New Mexico from April to September (Parmeter et al. 2002) . Nesting begins in mid-to late-April in southern New Mexico with a second nesting period peaking in mid-July (Baltosser 1986). Two broods per season are common. Renesting may take place near a successful first brood. Second nesting attempts are occasionally initiated while still feeding large nestlings or recently-fledged young (Baltosser and Russell 2000) . Habitats at higher elevations and those lacking access to artificial feeders may have only one nesting season. Nests are generally 1 to 6 m above ground, and are often placed on overhanging branches of cottonwoods or other deciduous trees. Clutch size is almost always 2, though clutch size ranges from 1 to 3. Diet consists of nectar from flowers, small insects and spiders, and sugar water from feeders if available. 
Conservation Status Species Assessment

Threats
Black-chinned Hummingbird is susceptible to the loss of natural riparian breeding habitat, especially the loss of mature deciduous trees, and potentially the loss of understory vegetation. General threats include predation and competition with other hummingbird species for nectar at certain times of year. Inclement weather can negatively impact nesting success (Baltosser 1986). Strong winds can break branches supporting nests, and the death of well-developed nestlings has been attributed to extended periods of rainy weather.
Management Issues and Recommendations
NMPIF Recommendations
 Maintain riparian breeding habitat, especially areas dominated by cottonwood, sycamore, willow, and associated understory species.
 Encourage hummingbird gardens, urban and residential plantings, but monitor these areas for potentially negative interactions between species (Baltosser and Russell 2000).
 Increase breeding bird surveys to gain a more complete understanding of population trends.
Species Conservation Objectives
NMPIF Objectives
 Maintain or increase the current breeding population. 
Sources of Information
